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am hoping all of you are getting
ready for the holiday season and
still staying safe. We had to cancel

our usual Christmas Dinner with the
OKC Coin Club because of the virus
and it has been tough handling the
virus at work as well. I have been
named “Covid Boy” at work and I have
been tasked with keeping up with all
the rules and recommendations from
the CDC even though they seem to
change weekly. Every time we try to
plan an event at work, they have to
clear it through me and it seems I have
had to deny almost all of them. Some of
our employees are now calling me
“Doctor Doom” because of me can-
celling so many events. I did allow our
tree lighting event and allowed the fire-
works, but a lot of the in person events
with Santa is going to unfortunately be
cancelled. I feel like the Grinch.

On the bright side though, I am getting
excited because I just added the May
OKC ONA Coin Show to our calendar
of coin shows. It seems such a long time
from now, but May will be here before
we know it. I am hoping for the best
because I love the May coin show and I
look forward to it every year. Last year
we had to cancel, so lets all hope this
year is different!

As I write this, Christmas is just a little

over one week away. When I was
young, I would always get a coin from
my Dad for Christmas. I remember one
year getting a 1931S Lincoln for my col-
lection and I was ecstatic to have such a
rare coin in my collection. I also
remember one year getting a Trade
Dollar to help me with my 19th
Century Type Collection. I think at the
time, that was probably the oldest dol-
lar coin I owned. 

What is so nice is that I still have those
exact coins in my collection. I can share
them with my children and tell them
that their dad got this coin when he
was 10 years old for Christmas or I got
this Trade Dollar when I was 11. They
enjoy looking at all my old coins and
even though my son now has a com-
plete collection of Lincolns, all of which
are in better condition than mine
(which he routinely lets me know), they
still ask me to tell them when I got this
coin or that and to hear my stories. 

Hope all of you have a great Christmas
and lets all hope for an even better New
Year this year!!

Brian Miller - Editor

Editor’s Notes

I
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HAT A YEAR THIS
HAS BEEN! All of us

have been affected by
the virus. 

We are now starting to take casu-
alties in our membership. James
Pentecost who owned and oper-
ated Purcell Coins passed away
in November from Covid - 19. He
attended many of our shows. He
was a good friend and will be
missed! 

By now, nearly all of us have
been personally affected. My
granddaughter caught the dis-
ease and has recovered but with
lingering unpleasant side affects.
My daughter is an experienced
Register Nurse specializing in
ICU's. She is currently working at
OU Health Science Center in
OKC. She tells me the hospital's
are getting over run with
patients. Her work load has dou-
bled since October. It is getting
extremely difficult for staff and
more dangerous for patients. 

In her over twenty years experi-
ence she has never seen any thing
like it. You and Yours do not
want to get this virus or end up
in a hospital for any other reason

right now! Lets hope this will
soon pass and that 2021 will be a
better year!

It is my unpleasant duty to report
that our decades serving
Secretary/Treasurer, Shane
Cornell, has had to step down
due to serious health issues unre-
lated to the virus. Many do not
know that Shane kept the ONA
going during some very difficult
years. We all owe him our grati-
tude and best wishes for a full
recovery. He will be missed by
me and most of our members. I
want to personally thank
Maggie, Shane's wife, and his
family with their help with the
transition to a new
Secretary/Treasurer. 

I want to thank Tim O'keefe for
agreeing to serve in this impor-
tant role. Tim is currently our
Northeast Region Officer and
Secretary/Treasurer of the Magic
Empire Coin Club. As President,
I am appointing Tim to the posi-
tion to serve until our next elec-

Gary Parsons  - President

W

Letter from
the President
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tion next year. I am also appoint-
ing Todd Hourihan to serve as
Northeast Region Officer to
replace Tim.

It is also time for our next elec-
tion, I am calling for nominations
for all of our elected positions to
include President, Vice-
President, Secretary/Treasurer,
and our four Regional Officers.
All nominations must be submit-
ted to our Secretary by March 1.
All valid nominations will be
placed on ballots and sent out in
our April, May, June Mintluster.
We typically count ballots at the
Oklahoma City ONA show in
May and determine results. New
Officers take office on July 1 to
serve two (2) year terms. Any
questions from members about
serving or nominating some one
to serve should be directed to me.

In spite of the challenging and
difficult year many of us are hav-
ing, the hobby seems to be okay.
The shows that are occurring
seem to be well attended, our
clubs are starting to meet again

even though some have recently
cancelled meetings due to the
surge in the virus. The market
seems to be very strong with
increases in metals prices helping
and a lot of pent up collector
demand. It is hard to find reasons
to be thankful during this very
difficult year but I recommend
that you thank your friends and
family for being there for you.
Thank those that are serving in
hospitals and on our streets to
keep us alive and safer. At this
time of year share with those less
fortunate, it will do you good! 

Try to smile more and look for
ways to be happy with what you
have instead of dwelling on what
you have lost. Lets all look to the
New Year ahead with hope and
anticipation for a better year!

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A
HAPPY NEW YEAR to YOU and
YOUR FAMILY!!
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The September 2020 meeting of
the MECC was opened at 6:05pm
as President Harrell welcomed 10
members and two guests.

August Minutes: S/Treasurer
Tim O’Keefe sent out a copy of
the August minutes electronical-
ly to those members having e-
mail. Hard copies were available
at the start of tonight’s meeting.
There was a motion by John
Sayco to accept the minutes as
presented, seconded by Mark
Kephart.

Telephone Report: Sheryl and
Keith Morgan were unable to
attend tonight’s meeting due to a
personal matter. Tim O’Keefe
was advised that Sheryl made the
monthly calls and had contact
with 11 members.

Membership: 1) Long time mem-
ber, former President, and club
accountant John Sands is getting
married and leaving the state. We
thank him for his service and
wish him well on the next chap-
ter of his life. 2) Guest AJ Voynar
and his wife have joined the club.

Drawings: Won by Todd
Hourihan and John Sayco.

Old Business: 1) At the sugges-
tion of American Numismatic
Association President Col. Steve
Ellsworth, the ANA website has
been updated with the Club’s
information. If you type in “Tulsa
coin club”, Magic Empire comes
up. 2) Oklahoma Numismatic
Association President Gary
Parsons was recognized in The
Numismatist for his outstanding
work in promoting coin collect-
ing in Oklahoma. 3) Member
James Eklof won the Youth
Exhibitors competition at the
Tulsa Coin Show for his display
on Buffalo nickels

New Business: 1) The Club will
decide at the October meeting
where to hold this year’s holiday
dinner. Be thinking of a venue
that can accommodate at least 20
of us. 2) Gary Parson’s coin show
will be in McAlester October 16
& 17 at their fairgrounds off the
Indian Nations Turnpike.

Show & Tell: Ron Lawrence pre-
sented British bank tokens. Dale
Schaffer had a 1919-D Walking
Liberty Half counterfeit and
explained how to determine it
was fake. James Eklof had a set of
Indian and Wheat cents.

Magic Empire
Coin Club Minutes          

By Tim O’Keefe
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Educational Presentation: Tim
O’Keefe gave a talk on coins, cur-
rency, and tokens of the US Civil
War, explaining the economic
turmoil of the country through
the 1850s and showing examples
of Flying Eagle cents, Indian
cents, silver trimes, copper 3 cent
pieces, bronze two cent pieces,
half dimes, Shield nickels, frac-
tional currency, and some Civil
War tokens (provided by Ron
Lawrence).

Open Discussion: Per the previ-
ous meeting, we discussed
adjusting the auction procedures.
Index cards will be available on a
separate table in the meeting
room. Items offered will be
placed on the same table, and
should be described, have an
opening bid or reserve listed, and
the name of the seller on the card.
Once the bidding on that item is
done, the card and item are then
brought to the treasurer for pay-
ment.

Committee: President Harrell
would like to propose creating a
sub-committee to schedule and
locate speakers for the bi-month-
ly Educational Presentations.
More to be discussed in October.
The October 2020 meeting of
Tulsa’s Magic Empire Coin Club
was opened at 6:06 pm as
President Harrell welcomed 11
members and 4 guests to the pro-
ceedings.

Drawings: Won by Bo Hurt and
Tim O’Keefe

Old Business: 1) The Coin TV pro-
ductions filmed at the Coin Show
are now available for viewing on
Youtube. David Lisot did 20
minute interviews covering the
overall show and one of Gary
Parson’s lectures on Barber dimes.
There are two shorter presenta-
tions featuring Col. Ellsworth and
President Harrell. Go to Youtube,
type in ‘Cointv’, then search for
Greater Tulsa Coin Show. 2) The
Facebook page is growing by the
week. Our post featuring James
Eklof and his Youth Numismatic
win at the Tulsa Coin show
already has 242 hits. 3) The
McAlester Coin Show was a week
ago. Though attendance was
down, sales were up, continuing a
trend we have noticed all year.
Several club members either had
tables or attended. 4) President
Harrell opened up the floor to dis-
cussion on fees from the auction.
We determined that starting with
the 2021 auctions, there will be a
5% buyer fee and 5% seller fee for
each item on the block. At the end
of the year, the money will be des-
ignated to a charity chosen by the
Club at that time.  (Motion by Vice
President Todd Hourihan, sec-
onded by AJ Voynar). The cash
will go into the club checking
account, and S/T O’Keefe will be
responsible for keeping tabs on
the total rather than opening a
separate account. President
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Harrell has created a form to keep
track of each transaction during
the bidding process.

Show & Tell: Guest Sean Berry
showed off parts of his collection,
including a 1922 Peace Dollar, and
1879 Morgan Dollar, an 1838
Large Cent, and a 1942 Walking
Liberty Half Dollar. Ron
Lawrence presented a 1932-A five
mark piece from Germany that is
a very well-done fake. Tim
O’Keefe showed some Series 1929
national bank notes from
Louisiana, including specimens
from  The Hibernia National Bank
of New Orleans (Charter 13688),
The First National Bank of
Shreveport (Charter 3595), and
The Louisiana National Bank of
Baton Rouge (Charter 9834). In
addition, had had $5, $10, and $20
Type I notes from The Whitney
National Bank of New Orleans
(Charter 3069) which feature the
president’s signature of James D
O’Keefe.

Guest Audrey M Reis-Woodcock
brought a varied collection of US
and world coins, mostly from the
World War II era. Club members
helped her identify and price sev-
eral of the items.

Auction: Vice President Hourihan
acted as auctioneer as several
items went up for bid. A total of
five items exchanged hands.

Close: The membership was

reminded to attend the Black
Friday Coin Show to be held in
Glenpool the weekend of
Thanksgiving. The membership
was also asked to consider topics
and speakers for future educa-
tional presentations.

There was a motion by AJ Voynar
to close the meeting, seconded by
John Sayco. The meeting
adjourned at 7:06PM.

The November 2020 meeting of
the MECC was opened at 6:05pm
by Vice President Todd Hourihan.
President Chris Harrell was
unable to attend due to personal
business. VP Hourihan welcomed
the 13 members and two guests in
attendance.

Reading of Previous Minutes:
Secretary/Treasurer Tim O’Keefe
sent out electronic versions of the
October 2020 minutes to all mem-
bers with e-mails. Hard copies
were available at the door for
tonight’s meeting. There was a
motion by AJ Voynar to accept the
minutes as presented, seconded
by Sheryl Morgan. 
Telephone Report: Sheryl Morgan
advised that she spoke with 10
people and left messages with 8
others.

Drawings: Won by James Eklof
and Todd Hourihan

Old Business: 1) Richard
McPheeters and Todd Hourihan
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both set up at the recent Mustang
Coin Show, and both reported
positive sales.

2) The Black Friday Coin Show is
still set for November 27 and 28 in
Glenpool. Organizer Robert
Ranford reached out to S/T
O’Keefe to have the show adver-
tised on the Club’s Facebook
page, which was done.

3) MECC Holiday Dinner- S/T
O’Keefe scouted a few possible
locations for the event. The Delta
Café at 4515 East 51 Street (west of
51st & Yale) was the most accom-
modating venue with a diverse
menu. After discussion, the time
was set for 6pm on Saturday
December 5, 2020. S/T O’Keefe
will re-confirm with the restau-
rant.

New Business: 1) Longtime ONA
Treasurer Shane Cornell has
stepped down from his position.
ONA President Gary Parsons
reached out to S/T O’Keefe to fill
the position. O’Keefe has agreed
to take on the position on an inter-
im basis through the annual elec-
tions in April and will make a
decision at that time if he will run
for the office. The ONA books
have been turned over to him and
arrangements are being made to
get his name on the checking
account. The Club wishes Shane a
speedy recovery.

2) The Hot Springs Arkansas

Show will be held January 15-17,
2021. The venue will be a Hilton
just outside of town.

3) Keith Morgan requested S/T
O’Keefe provide him with the
ANA Educational Materials that
were forwarded to us in 2018, as
he has some people needing the
items.

4) Club member Art Roslewski
has moved to Yukon, OK. S/T
O’Keefe gave him information to
hook up with the Oklahoma City
club.

Educational Presentation: Guest
Josh McGuire of Tulsa Gold and
Silver gave an outstanding talk on
Indian Head cents, providing
information on dies, errors, mark-
ings, and rarities. He also showed
two coins he has been attributed
with discovering varieties. He
passed around several pictures of
various related cents. AJ Voynar
won an 1886 Indian Head cent
provided by Mr. McGuire.

Show & Tell: Ron Lawrence
brought a 1953 Great Britain Proof
Set of Elizabeth II. Tim O’Keefe
presented coins and currency of
The Falkland Islands 1969-2005.

Close: There was a motion by
Mark Kephart, seconded by AJ
Voynar, to close the meeting at
7:05PM. 
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I’m sitting here behind my clut-
tered desk in my tiny coin shop
(suitable for a semi-retired coin
dealer) I find myself still active
putting coins in 2x2’s awaiting the
next phone call or occasional walk
up customer. I open a partial roll
of 1943-D steel cents that have
been resting for who knows how
many years and see that they still
maintain luster. Let’s say they
range from MS 63 – 65 somewhat
attractive, the kind that would fit
in a nice uncirculated set. Put
away for over 75 years it still
amazes me how nice they look.

As I begin my task of stapling up
these pieces, I examine them and
wonder how many people know
why they were struck in steel and
not copper, duh! Of course you
say the war effort – copper was
used to make bullets and to win
WWII it was taking a lot of it but
did you know how these steel
coated cents had an Oklahoma
connection? That’s where my real
story begins.

Back in the mid-fifties my older
brother Don enrolled in North
Eastern A&M college at Miami.
This was some 70 miles from our
small farm near Bushyhead. The

old brown ’53 Pontiac with mom
driving and sister and brother
joining these trips were somewhat
interesting up old Route 66. The
sights along the way have not
changed much except now it’s
turnpike 75 mph. Back in the day
if you made it to Miami in 2 hours
you were doing good. One night I
do remember in particular as we
approached Miami, were the gray
hills off in a distance – What in the
world!? Huge mounds of chat
dug out of the ground and piled
hundreds of feet high. The closer
you get the uglier they became.
These chat mounds dotted the
landscape even up to Kansas and
around Picher, Commerce, and
Quapaw, Oklahoma.

I learned then and still remember
they were tailings from the lead
and zinc mines that lay under-
ground of Northeastern
Oklahoma and South east Kansas
and parts of Missouri. It’s been
estimated that 10,000 miles of
underground caverns (man-
made) with 14,000 mine shafts run
throughout this area. In addition
to the story, this area, (thanks to
Tar Creek and water run-off) by
the 1980’s the E.P.A. declared it
the nation’s number one biohaz-

Lowly Beginnings II
By Richard J. McPheeters
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ard and Superfund site. But in
their hay-day lead and zinc mines
produced much of the nation’s
necessary metal for both WWI
and WWII. And that is where the
coating for the 1943 steel cents
came from.

Like many of our Oklahoma
towns that flourished and died,
Commerce, Quapaw, Picher and

others had their time in history.
Even the chat mounds have grad-
ually disappeared. While most of
our 1943 steel cents have tar-
nished and rusted just remember
when you handle one that
Oklahoma had its part in this
passing history.
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enerally when I am
doing research I like to
be as ‘hands on’ as

possible, as it greatly enhances
my learning experience.
However, with the virus still very
active among us, I was forced to
take a different approach to this
quarter’s column. About 4 years
ago I was able to obtain a Type II
1929 national bank note from The
First National Bank of Nowata,
Charter 5401. I have been
through the city a few times on
the way to Kansas on Highway

169 and had planned to make a
day trip up there to investigate
the bank further. But while doing
some due diligence for planning
that trip, I used the internet to
scope the area out. I discovered
that the Nowata City County
Library is temporarily closed due
to the pandemic. Likewise, the
Nowata County Historical
Museum is also shut down
because of the virus. The on-line
search engine for the Nowata

By Tim O’KeefeG

What We

Collect
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Star newspaper only goes back to
1943. I also figured that walking
around a strange town wearing a
mask and asking about a bank
would bring unwanted scrutiny
towards me. Undeterred, I went
with Plan B, which entailed some
old-fashioned book reading and
computer research.

According to “National Bank
Notes (6th Edition)” by Don
Kelly, Nowata had four national
banks. The FNB of Nowata was
chartered in Indian Territory on
June 5, 1900. The bank was not a
prolific issuer of notes, and his
census shows only 14 large size
notes and 21 small size notes
reported. This was the most suc-
cessful of the banks. The Nowata
National Bank, Charter 6367, was
chartered on August 5, 1902, but
went into receivership in

February 1924. The other two
banks coincidentally were char-
tered at the same time. The
Producers National Bank of
Nowata, Charter 9948, and The
Commercial National Bank of
Nowata, Charter 9949, both came
into existence after Oklahoma
earned statehood (1907) in March
1911. The Producers Bank was
short-lived, as it was liquidated
in January 1914. The Commercial
Bank survived to November 1930
and actually produced Type I
small sized notes in denomina-
tions of $10s and $20s. Only three
of those have been reported to
the census.

The Oklahoma Historical Society
website indicates that “Nowata”
is from the Delaware word for
“welcome”. There is also an
urban legend that the name came
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from a grammatically-challenged
sign at a dried-up spring that
read “no wata”. The city was
incorporated on April 17, 1899.
The FNB of Nowata shared its
original building with the
Federal Courthouse. In 1909, that
building was destroyed by fire. I
was able to track down a post-
card showing the aftermath of
that fire. A new building was
erected in 1911. It stands today as
The Regent Bank of Nowata.

The note that I have was pur-
chased for a very surprising and
reasonable price on ebay. It is one
of three listed in the national cen-
sus. The Andrew Pollack signa-
ture census shows very few bank
officers for the institution from
its creation though the end of the
national bank period in 1935. The
bank presidents were John E
Campbell (1900-1925), EB
Lawson (1926-1929), and HL
Campbell (1930-1935). The
cashiers were HC Campbell
(1900-1904), PS Powell (1904-

1918), JD Powell (1919-1927), and
AS Gentry (1927-1935). The note I
have has the HC Campbell-AS
Gentry signature combination.
The bank issued 874 Type II $10s
and only 324 Type II $20s. At the
2020 Tulsa Coin Show I was able
to obtain a Type I $10 from Texas
dealer Ted Williams. It has the EB
Lawson-AS Gentry signature
combination. The serial number
of D000024A is the lowest of the
eleven reported on the census.

So while I saved a bit on gas
money, I was disappointed not to
venture north to Nowata County.
Oklahoma had 557 chartered
banks covering 258 cities from
1890 to 1935. Of that, 214 operat-
ed during the small-sized era of
1929-1935. Still, Oklahoma notes
are at a premium and difficult to
track down in decent shape. As
always, find something you like
and collect the heck out of it.
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ONA COIN CLUBS
All ONA member clubs may have their information listed at no charge. Send

any changes or corrections to the Mint Luster Editor.

OKC Coin Club
ONA Life Member 40
Meets 1st Tuesday monthly at 7pm
St. Lukes Methodist Church
222 NW 15th St
President - Terry Gust
Vice Pres - Brian Miller
Secretary - Tyler Tyson
Treasurer - John Ogilbee
Historian - Allan Ramsey
Box 21022
OKC, OK. 73156-1022

Enid Coin Club
ONA Life Member 67
Meets 1st Tuesday monthly at 7pm
Oklahoma Highway Patrol Station
5725 W Owen K Garriott Rd.
President - Frederick Pepe
Vice Pres - Larry Bennett
Secretary - Kim Pepe
PO Box 1901
Enid, OK 73701

Magic Empire Coin Club
ONA Life Member CC 241
Meets monthly on 4th Thursday at
6pm.
12512 East 21 Street, 
FOP Lodge 93 in Tulsa
President - Chris Harrell
Vice Pres - Todd Hourihan
Sec/Treas - Todd Hourihan
PO Box 580055
Tulsa, OK. 74158
918-697-8348

Border Town Coin Club
ONA LM-234
Meets 2nd Tuesday of each month
Bancorp South - East Branch
7000 Rogers Ave
Fort Smith, AR
President - Phil Rosar
Vice Pres - Richard Bartlett
Sec/Treas - Dale White
PO Box 931
Fort Smith, AR. 72902
479-783-5881

Indian Territory Coin Club
Meets 2nd Monday each month -
6:30pm
Taco Bobs, S. Main, McAlester
President - Steve DeFrange
Vice Pres - Dale Ennis
Sec/Treas - Gary Parsons
1232 S Main St.
McAlester, OK. 74501
(918) 423-9044

Comanche County Coin Club
ONA Life Member 14
Meets 1st Wednesday of each month
6 pm
622 SW C Avenue, Lawton
President - Jon Wozniak
Vice Pres - Glenn Stebleton
Secretary - Lisa K. Ewing
Treasurer - Erwin Wheeler
130 S. Hillside Rd, Apache, OK.
73006
580-583-0873
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Stephens County Coin Club
ONA Life Member 17
Meets 4th Monday of each month -
6:30pm
Red River Technology Center
3300 W Bois D’Arc, Duncan, OK.
President - Erwin Wheeler
Vice Pres - Robert Meyer
Secretary - Sam Feeback
Treasurer - Dan Fletcher
(580)470-8799
Box 635
Duncan, OK. 73533

Indian Capitol Coin Club
ONA Member CC 185
Meets 3rd Monday of each month -
6:30pm
Muskogee Library
8th & Okmulgee
President - Mike McClendon
Vice Pres - Sam Carter
Secretary/Treas. - Robin Holloway
PO Box 2521
Muskogee, OK. 74402

Custer County Coin Club
Meets 3rd Monday of each month -
7:00pm
217 N. Illinois ST. (in the back)
Weatherford, OK 73096
President - Trent Boesen 
Vice President - David Tautfest
Sec/Treasurer - Kim Arganbright
405-222-8718

Northwest Arkansas Coin Club
Meets 3rd Tuesday of each month -
6PM; Embassy Suites Hotel, 
Rogers, AR. at Exit 83. 
President - Ed Wheeler 
Secretary - Mark Yarbrough, Jr. 
Treasurer - Steve Weeks
479-621-3277
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COIN SHOW GUIDE

MUSTANG COIN SHOW
Sat. January 2nd

Town Center, Great Room
1201 N. Mustang Rd.

9:30AM to 4PM, contact Rich
Wall at 405-795-3128 for info.

Stephens County Coin Club
52nd Annual Coin Show

*Free Admission to the Public*
Stephens County Fairgrounds

1618 S. 13th Street
Duncan, Ok. 73533

February 19 – 20, 2021
Friday, 10:00am – 5:00pm

Saturday, 9:00am – 5:00pm
Contact: Ed McGill (580) 475-4570

Or Dan Fletcher (580) 467-0168 

ENID COIN CLUB
44th Annual Coin, Token and

Paper Money Show
March 12, 13 & 14 

Garfield County Fairgrounds
Hoover Building 

318 E. Oxford St. Enid, OK 
Free Admission 

Contact Fred Pepe
(580) 747-8661,

DLRMORGN@AOL.COM

Oklahoma City ONA Show
April 30 - May 2, 2021

Oklahoma State Fairgrounds,
Modern Living Building

Enter through Gate 3, off N. May 
1-5 P.M. on Fri.

9A.M.-5P.M. Sat.
9 A.M. - 3 P.M. on Sun.

Contact Gary Parsons
405-426 9044

olegar@cox.net for information.  
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Do you have an idea for an article
for the Mint Luster?

Email your article to Brian Miller
at brianmiller3732@att.net

Any pictures, please send as sepa-
rate attachments!

I will put your article in an
upcoming issue!
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