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Editor’s Notes

hope all of you had a great holi-

day season and the start of your

new year is going well! As [ write
this, it is just a couple days before
Christmas and we are preparing for the
holidays.

The Oklahoma City Coin Club had a
great time at the Golden Corral for our
annual Christmas Dinner. We all
enjoyed the buffet and then it was time
for the dirty Santa. When the time came
for my daughter to choose a present or
to steal a present, she had a hard time
choosing between the wine bottles or
the 2022 Red Book. I reminded her that
she was only 14 years old so she decide

Brian Miller - Editor

to go with the Red Book! A great time
was had by all and I can’t wait for next
year’s dinner!

I am already looking forward to the
Spring ONA coin show. After

Christmas, I plan on starting on my
wish list for this year. I think I will start
with a 3 legged Buffalo and maybe
even a 22 plain Lincoln! Hope all of you
have a great Holiday Season!




Letter from

the President

ello, fellow members.

Wow what a year! We

have had a lot of chal-
lenges and changes during 2021.
As we enter the holiday season, I
would like for us to reflect on the
condition of the coin market. The
current coin market is stronger
than it has been in years. Dealers
are reporting strong sales at coin
shows everywhere. A lot of deal-
ers have had some of their best
shows ever this year. We truly
have a lot to be thankful about
this year. Please take a moment to
reflect on 2021 during this time.

I am very proud to report we will
have an ONA Oklahoma City
Show in 2022. We also have a
new Show Chairman, Rich Wall.
He has some great ideas to help
make this one of the best shows
in the state. There are a few
changes however please wel-
come all of these as improve-
ments. Rich has found a new
location, new date and has
renamed this ONA show as the
2022 ONA Heartland Coin Show.

Chris Harrell - President

This Show will be held May 20th
and 21st at the new Canadian
County Expo Center with over
100 dealer tables. This is a very
nice venue and offers the feel and
look of a State Show. If you see
Rich, please tell congratulations
he has worked very hard to pull
this together on a short time
frame. You can find Rich at his
Mustang Coin Show this January
8, 2022.

We will have membership drives
at all Oklahoma coin shows dur-
ing 2022. If you know someone
that would be a great member,
ask them to join. Also, I invite
everyone to go to a coin show
this year and bring a junior.

Happy New Year to everyone.

Enjoy Collecting



ONA News

The ANA Summer Seminars are
scheduled to restart in 2022. The
ONA sponsors scholarships to
attend. Contact Gary Parsons for
details.

The Muskogee Coin Club started
meeting this past fall. Meetings
are usually the third Monday of
every month at 6:30pm at the
Muskogee Library, 801 West
Okmulgee Ave. The Library
requires masks for entry, but they
can be removed once you enter
the meeting room. Because of
scheduling conflicts, the January
meeting will be held on January
10 and the February meeting will
be held on February 22.

Welcome new members Sam
Carter, Dale Treher, and Casey
Telford.

I want to
thank  the §
Oklahoma
City Coin
Club for
having me
as their
guest speak-
er for their
November
meeting.

By Tim O’Keefe

Acting on the minutes of the
September  Board  meeting,
President Chris Harrell has been
added to the ONA bank account.

The ONA is always looking for
articles related to the hobby to
print in Mint Luster. Contact
Brian Miller if you have a few
paragraphs on any numismatic
subject to contribute.

MECC has moved their meeting
place to Shiloh’s Restaurant locat-
ed at 2604 North Aspen Avenue in
Broken Arrow. They have a room
at the rear of the restaurant
reserved for the Club. The Club

held their Holiday Dinner there
on December 9.




Magic Empire
Coin Club Minutes

The September meeting of the
MECC opened up at 6:02PM as
Secretary /Treasurer Tim O’Keefe
called the meeting to order.
President Chris Harrell and Vice
President Todd Hourihan were
both out of town and could not
attend. As such, no club business
could be transacted. O’Keefe wel-
comed the 10 members and one
guest in attendance.

Old Business: Scheduling con-
flicts prevented the Sub-commit-
tee Meeting on the Bylaws from
occurring September 10 and 11.
As for the reason for the meeting,
S/T O’Keefe reviewed the
bylaws. There is no written pro-
cedure for or against members
selling coins during the meeting.
Any member wishing to formally
address the issue may bring it up
at the October meeting for fur-
ther discussion or action.

New Business: 1) The Club wel-
comed new member Robert
Deco. 2) Tulsa Community
College West Campus is doing a
library theme on Tulsa of the
1920s. S/T O’Keefe has two cases
on display showcasing the five
national banks that were operat-
ing in Tulsa at that time. He is

By Tim O’Keefe

also showing some early Tulsa
transportation tokens along with
an array of Magic Empire Coin
Club wooden nickels from past
shows to spur interest in the
Club. The display runs through
October 1. (and thank you to
Richard McPheeters for the use
of locked cases)

Upcoming Shows

1) McAlester Show (Gary
Parsons) October 15-16 in
McAlester.  Southeast  Expo

Center. Highway 75 south onto
the Indian Nations Turnpike. Exit
left at McAlester (US270). The
pavilion is about a mile east of
the turnpike.

2) Black Friday -Glenpool (Robert
Ranford)- November 26-27.
Glenpool Conference Center.
12205 S Yukon (Highway 75 and
121 Street South.

Drawings: Won by Ron Lawrence
and Rick Lauchner

Tulsa Coin Show:
1) The Youth Exhibit Competition
was won for the second year in a
row by Club member James
Eklof. Second place went to
Easton Olenberger.

2) David Lisot of CoinTV again



filmed a ‘walkabout” during the
show. He is still editing the final
version. President Harrell and
S/T O’Keefe were both inter-
viewed. Check youtube in the
coming weeks. Search “CoinTV-
Tulsa” for best results.

3) Thank you to volunteers Mark
Kephart, Ron Lawrence, Bo Hurt,
and Sheryl Morgan for helping at
the front desk.

Show & Tell:

Robert Decou showed an 1885-
CC Morgan dollar in mirror-like
proof condition. Ron Lawrence
presented four silver coins from
the British reign of William &
Mary, including a 1689 three
pence, a 1692 groat, a 1692
shilling, and a 1689 half crown.
Gary Harris showed a half penny
conder token from Norwich,
England from 1792.

Educational Presentation: S/T
O’Keefe gave a talk on his home-
town of Norwich, Connecticut,
beginning with its settlement in
the early 1600s, relationships
with the local Native Americans
(Mohegan and Pequot tribes),
and the importance of the area
during the Revolutionary War.
Norwich was the birthplace of
Benedict Arnold. It was also
home to Samuel Huntington,
who signed the Declaration of
Independence, was President of
the Continental Congress, and
was a Connecticut Governor.
O’Keefe presented an 1855 note

from The Thames Bank, which
later became The Thames
National Bank (Charter 657). He
gave a brief history of the eight
national banks to operate in
Norwich from 1864-1935. He also
discussed the importance of Bela
Pratt Lyon, who was born in
Norwich in 1867. As well as
being a talented sculptor, he went
on the design gold coins for the
US Mint starting in 1907 and was
the first artist to incorporate
incuse designs on coins in this
country. O’Keefe showed a 1912
gold quarter eagle that is credited
to Pratt. O’Keefe also displayed a
map of Norwichtown Green from
the late 1770s as well as two
books on Norwich history from
former Connecticut State Senator
Bill Stanley.

The October 2021 meeting of the
MECC was opened at 6:10pm by
Secretary/ Treasurer Tim O’Keefe
who welcomed twelve members
and two guests to the proceed-
ings. President Chris Harrell and
Vice President Todd Hourihan
were unable to make tonight’s
meeting.

Drawings: Won by Gary Harris
and S/T O’Keefe

Old Business: The McAlester Coin
Show was smaller than anticipat-
ed but was still a success. Several
club members attended and two
set up tables.

New Business: 1) The Club voted



to have the annual holiday dinner
at Shiloh’s in Broken Arrow on
Thursday December 9 at 6pm.

2) The Tulsa FOP is in the process
of selling the Lodge building. As
such, we will need a new meeting
place starting in 2022. Shiloh’s in
Broken Arrow has been suggested
as one possibility. The Tulsa Fire
Alarm building at 800 S Madison
was also mentioned. Discussion
will continue at the November
meeting. The FOP does not have a
new location picked out as of yet.
3) Robert Ranford’s Black Friday
Coin Show is coming up
November 26 & 27 at the
Glenpool Civic Center.

Membership: The Club welcomed
back longtime members Ron and
Mary Haas.

Show & Tell: Ron Lawrence
showed a nice grade 1909 Edward
VII half dollar piece of Canada
that he found in the junk box at
local coin shop. He also showed a
type set of United States coins.
Zane Schulte showed several
nicely toned Morgan dollars.
Gary Harris presented a new
reverse 2021 silver eagle

Keith Morgan had a set of Russian
copper-nickel commemoratives
from the early 1990s that depicted
several scenes from Russian histo-
ry.

Ron Haas had a certified 1794 1
cent piece of Talbot, Allum. & Lee
of New York

Tim O’Keefe presented a short set

of Philippine currency from the
1880s to the 1990s, along with
guerrilla currency used during
the Japanese invasion of World
War II.

George Lee and Gary Harris both
showed some nice coins from
their personal collections.

Auction: Keith Morgan was auc-
tioneer. The only two items that
sold belonged to S/T O’Keefe,
who donated the winnings to the
Club’s charitable fund. We will
have a final total on the 2021
Charitable Fund at the November
meeting.

Close: Junior member James Eklof
has volunteered to do the
Educational Presentation in
November. The meeting will be
held on the third Thursday due to
the Thanksgiving holiday at 6pm
November 18 at FOP Lodge 93.
There was a motion by Ron Hass
to close the meeting, seconded by
Mark Kephart. The meeting was
adjourned at 6:50pm.

The November 2021 meeting of
the MECC was opened by Vice
President Todd Hourihan at 6pm.
He welcomed the 10 members
and one guest. President Chris
Harrell was called out of town on
personal business.

Drawings: Won by Mark Kephart
and James Eklof.

Old Business: 1) The Glenpool



Black Friday Coin Show is set for
November 26 and 27 at the
Glenpool Conference Center.

2) The holiday dinner is set for
6pm on Thursday December 9 at
Shiloh’s Restaurant 2604 N Aspen
Ave (S 145 E Ave) and the Broken
Arrow Expressway. (just south)

3) Discussion came up about a
change in venue as the Lodge
building is being sold by the FOP.
Mark Kephart has met with staff
at Shiloh’s. They have a room
available at no cost and are will-
ing to have us. Club members pre-
sent wanted all members to have
a say. There will be a brief Special
Meeting held at Shiloh’s to vote
on using the restaurant for future
meetings. VP Hourihan will be
unable to attend, but said he is
agreeable to the change when the
vote comes up.

New Business: S/T O’Keefe was
the Educational Presenter for this
month’s Oklahoma City Coin
Club meeting. While there he was
informed that the American
Numismatic Association (ANA)
Summer Seminars will restart in
2022. The ONA will provide a
scholarship for a limited number
of Oklahoma ONA members.
James Eklof and his mother
would like to attend. ONA VP
Gary parsons will be contacted to
handle the details.

Membership: Richard Wellnitz
joined the Club tonight.
Educational Presentation: James

Eklof had a detailed report on the
history of the New Orleans Mint,
discussing its architecture, its var-
ious uses over the years, its
takeover by the Confederacy in
the 1860s, and some other fun
facts about the facility. A series of
New Orleans coins (“O” mint
mark) were shown to enhance the
talk (Liberty Seated 1/2 dimes,
Liberty Seated and Barber dimes,
Barber quarter dollars, Liberty
Seated and Barber half dollars,
and Morgan silver dollars).

Show & Tell: Bobby Decou had an
ultra cameo/deep cameo 1884-CC
Morgan dollar graded by
ANACS.

Ron Lawrence showed some
older Mexican coins.

John Sayko had a collection of “S”
and “W” Washington quarters
from the past 10 years




Why We
Collect

erhaps the most prolif-

ic Chief Mint Engraver

in u.s. history,
Longacre was born in 1794 in
Pennsylvania. I counted about 30
different U.S. coin types he was
responsible for creating. He was
our 4th chief engraver, serving
from 1844 until he died in office
in 1869. We know him best for
the Flying Eagle and Indian cent
and he created several of the odd
denomination types in the mid-
nineteenth century like the three
cent pieces. Many know him best
for creating the first Double
Eagle Type, the Liberty Head,
and all three of the gold dollar
types. Longacre was a busy man!

He was born and raised in
Pennsylvania at a time of great
change in our nations history
starting with the California gold
rush in 1849 and through the
Civil War. Longacre showed
artistic talent at a young age. He
was gifted at drawing and
learned to engrave artistic plates
to create portraiture's in his first
employment. He excelled at this
work and made his living in this
way until he went to work for
U.S. Mint. His experience was
probably best suited for making

Gary Parsons

banknote plates. He had to learn
die making for coinage.
Fortunately, his first few years of
employment were relatively
quiet which gave him time to
learn. His designs and types
were relatively simple and made
in low relief to save die life.
Remember he was making coins
for circulation and not medals.

Dies were made by hand in his
day and were an expensive part
of the process. During his time
experimentation with nickel as a
coinage metal started. Nickel is
very hard compared to other
coinage metals of the day. It was
very difficult strike and resulted
in an expensive reduction in die
life. He was greatly challenged at
times in his career but he perse-
vered and went on to create our
first five cent nickel in 1866. The
Shield nickel, which is 25% nick-
el and 75% copper, is still with us
today even though the design
has changed several times.
Longacre produced many of our
most popular coins. What is



yours? Mine is the Indian cent,
which I have collected my whole
life. When you know the rest of
the story our coins come alive! IS
THIS A GREAT HOBBY OR
WHAT!!

GARY PARSONS, LM-249

Token Wanted:

The fair Store

General Mdse
Medford, Oklahoma

CONTACT: Joe foley
bonesdc@aol.com
540-798-3819 cell




What We
Collect

had been chomping at

the bit to get out of

town and do research
on some of my Oklahoma nation-
al bank notes. Finally, at the end
of September my work schedule
eased up enough so that I could
slip out of town on a Friday and
start my quest for knowledge.

In 2019 I purchased a Series 1929
Type II note of The First National
Bank of Guthrie from California
dealer William Litt. Mr. Litt is a
Governor for the Society of Paper
Money Collectors and always has
a diverse selection of nationals
on his website. I had been look-
ing for a Guthrie note because
Charter 4346 was the first char-
tered bank in Oklahoma. I was
able to obtain a dog-eared and
stained Type I note from a shop
in Tulsa but was on the prowl for
a better specimen. The note from
Mr. Litt was in much better
shape. I was even more surprised
to find that there are no notes of
the $20 denomination listed on
the Don Kelly census. I have been
collecting nationals since 2013
and this was the first time I had

10

By Tim O’Keefe

encountered this phenomenon.
So with this in mind, I headed
west to Guthrie.

I can’t say that I really had a plan
as I headed north on I-35. I
branched off at Highway 77 and
let google lead me into the down-
town area. The first thing that
stood out is that almost all of the
old section of town is done in red
brick, including some of the
paved streets. There are historical
marker signs along most of the
curbs describing buildings or
locations. Guthrie seems rightly
very proud of its heritage.

I wandered down East Oklahoma
Avenue and by pure chance came
across The Oklahoma Territorial
Museum. That seemed like a
good place to start, so I parked
out front and went in. I explained
to the administrative assistant
that I was looking for informa-
tion on The First National Bank
of Guthrie. She was very helpful
and cordial, explaining that they
do not get many requests for
local bank information. She said



there might be a file and asked
me to explore the multiple floors
of the Museum while I waited. A
few minutes later she emerged
with a legal-sized file folder that
contained all sorts of goodies and
tidbits. She led me to a table
where I could spread out and I
began to pour through the papers
and articles within.

Guthrie was located in the
Oklahoma Territory in the late
1800s prior to Statehood (1907).
The famous Oklahoma Land Run
was held here in April 1889 as
Congress authorized the opening
up of land for settlement. 50,000
to 75,000 people took part in the
event, with about 1 in 3 actually
filing for land grants. Guthrie
was the original capitol of
Oklahoma. With the influx of
people, there was also created a
need for other shops, amenities,
and resources. The McNeal-Little
Banking Company was estab-
lished in April 1889 by JW
McNeal. He served as president

from 1889 to 1903. On June 24,
1890, the bank was granted
Charter 4346 and changed to The
Guthrie National Bank. Other
banks spread up during the same
period, including The Bank of
Indian  Territory and The
National Bank of Commerce. On
December 21, 1911, these three
banks combined as one under
Charter 4346. On December 9,
1912, the charter name was
changed to become The First
National Bank of Guthrie.

As 1 went through the paper-
work, I came across a typed
report on an attempted bank rob-
bery dated August 17, 1902. It
seems that an intrepid crew of
bandits gained access to the bar-
ber shop adjacent to the bank and
started to cut a hole in the wall.
For unknown reasons, they aban-
doned their attempt after cutting
through, either because they
feared being discovered or
because they had not brought the
correct tools to dig further

S

DTWENTY DOLLARS OF
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through the brick wall they
encountered. Had they contin-
ued, they would have been even
more disappointed, as a steel
wall lay beyond that one. They
left behind the tools they had
used, and according to the article,
the would-be thieves were never
identified. The original bank
vault is still there today.

While going through my Series
1929 Oklahoma notes, I began
logging and listing the signatures
for the bank cashiers and presi-
dents. The Guthrie notes I have
both have the bank president’s
signature of ‘N. Holman’. While
doing my inventory of personal
notes I discovered that The
Liberty National Bank of

Oklahoma City, Charter 11230,
had the same signature of ‘N.
The file from the

Holman’.

Museum showed this to be Ned
Holman of Guthrie. He was the
vice president and cashier of The
National Bank of Commerce
starting in February 1910. When
the banks combined in 1911, he
became president of the FNB of
Guthrie, a position he held
through 1953. Mr. Holman seems
to have been a banking pioneer in
central Oklahoma, important
enough to be president over two
banks at the same time.

I spoke with the Museum’s
Assistant  Curator, Michael
Williams, while sorting through
the pictures and articles. He said
that the Museum did not have
much in the way of numismatic
items from the late 19th and early
20th centuries. In the collection of
papers I found a cancelled check
for $6.30 written on ‘The Bank of

12
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Indian Territory Guthrie, OK’
dated March 10, 1900. Mr.
Williams located a Series 1902
large -sized $5 with crumbling
edges. He said it was donated to
the museum a few years earlier.
In one of their displays they had
an assemblage of late 19th centu-
ry coins including some Indian
Head cents, a couple Liberty
nickels, a few Barber dimes, and
a twenty -cent piece. All were
heavily circulated.

During my travels of the past few
years I was able to obtain a can-
vass bank bag from the FNB of
Guthrie which dates to the 1930s.
At the Tulsa Coin Show in 2020 I
purchased a yard-long photo-
graph of Guthrie in the 1910s
from Oklahoma dealer Marvin
Johnson. Yard-longs are vista
photographs that are about 3 feet
in length featuring a skyline or a
very large group photo. I had it

framed and donated it to the
Museum, as I have a sense of
putting things back where they
belong.

I spent the afternoon like a kid in
the candy store, pouring over the
records and gathering what
information I could. Mr. Williams
provided excellent assistance,
and I made a connection. I
promised to be on the lookout for
other Guthrie notes, and he
promised to call if he needed
help with coins or currency he
came across. I highly recommend
checking out the Oklahoma
Territorial Museum whether you
are a Sooner, a Boomer, a coin col-
lector, or just curious about
Oklahoma history. And remem-
ber, find something you like and
collect the heck out of it.
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ONA COIN CLUBS

All ONA member clubs may have their information listed at no charge. Send
any changes or corrections to the Mint Luster Editor.

OKC Coin Club
ONA Life Member 40
Meets 1st Tuesday monthly at 7pm
St. Lukes Methodist Church
222 NW 15th St
President - Terry Gust
Vice Pres - Brian Miller
Secretary - Tyler Tyson
Treasurer - John Ogilbee
Historian - Allan Ramsey

Enid Coin Club
ONA Life Member 67
Meets 1st Tuesday monthly at 7pm
Oklahoma Highway Patrol Station
5725 W Owen K Garriott Rd.
President - Frederick Pepe
Vice Pres - Larry Bennett
Secretary - Kim Pepe
PO Box 1901
Enid, OK 73701

Magic Empire Coin Club
ONA Life Member CC 241

Meets monthly on 4th Thursday at
6pm.

12512 East 21 Street,
Shiloh’s Restaurant

2604 N Aspen Ave

Broken Arrow, OK
President - Chris Harrell
Vice Pres - Todd Hourihan
Sec/Treas - Tim O’Keefe
PO Box 580055

Tulsa, OK. 74158
918-697-8348

14

Border Town Coin Club
ONA LM-234
Meets 2nd Tuesday of each month
Bancorp South - East Branch
7000 Rogers Ave
Fort Smith, AR
President - Phil Rosar
Vice Pres - Richard Bartlett
Sec/Treas - Dale White
PO Box 931
Fort Smith, AR. 72902
479-783-5881

Indian Territory Coin Club
Meets 2nd Monday each month -

6:30pm

Taco Bobs, S. Main, McAlester
President - Steve DeFrange
Vice Pres - Dale Ennis
Sec/Treas - Gary Parsons
1232 S Main St.

McAlester, OK. 74501

(918) 423-9044

Comanche County Coin Club
ONA Life Member 14

Meets 1st Monday of each month
6pm.

622 C Avenue, Lawton

President - Jon Wozniak

Vice Pres - Glenn Stebleton
Secretary - Lisa K. Ewing
Treasurer - Erwin Wheeler

130 S. Hillside Rd, Apache, OK.
73006

580-583-0873



Stephens County Coin Club
ONA Life Member 17

Meets 4th Monday of each month -
6:30pm

Red River Technology Center
3300 W Bois D’Arc, Duncan, OK.
President - Erwin Wheeler

Vice Pres - Robert Meyer
Secretary - Sam Feeback
Treasurer - Dan Fletcher
(580)470-8799

Box 635

Duncan, OK. 73533

Indian Capitol Coin Club
ONA Member CC 185

Meets 3rd Monday of each month -
6:30pm

Muskogee Library

8th & Okmulgee

President - Mike McClendon

Vice Pres - Sam Carter
Secretary/Treas. - Robin Holloway
PO Box 2521

Muskogee, OK. 74402

Custer County Coin Club
Meets 3rd Monday of each month -

7:00pm

217 N. Illinois ST. (in the back)
Weatherford, OK 73096
President - Trent Boesen

Vice President - David Tautfest
Sec/Treasurer - Kim Arganbright
405-222-8718

Northwest Arkansas Coin Club

Meets 3rd Tuesday of each month -
6PM; Embassy Suites Hotel,
Rogers, AR. at Exit 83.

President - Ed Wheeler

Secretary - Mark Yarbrough, Jr.
Treasurer - Steve Weeks
479-621-3277

PO Box 5751

Bella Vista, AR 72714

15



COIN SHOW GUIDE

Mustang Coin Show
Sat. January 8, Town Center,
Great Room,
1201 N. Mustang Rd., 9:30 AM
to 4 PM, contact Rich Wall
405-795-3128 for info.

Stephens County Coin Club
53rd Annual Coin Show
Free admission to the
public, Stephens County
Fairgrounds, 1618 S. 13th Street,
Duncan, OK 73533,

Feb. 18 - 19, 2022, Fri. 10 AM - 5
PM, Sat. 9 AM - 5 PM, contact
ED at 580 475 4570 or
Dan at 580 467 0168 for info

Garfield County Coin Show
Garfield County Fairgrounds,
Hoover Bldg, 318 E Oxford St,
Enid, OK
March 11: Noon to 6 PM
March 12: 9 AM to 5 PM
March 13: 9 AM to 3 PM
Contact: Fred Pepe (580) 747-8661
(leave message)

16

Broken Arrow Show
Stoney Creek Hotel Conference
Center, 200 West
Albany Dr., Broken Arrow, OK.
Mar. 25 - 27,2022, Fri. 12 - 6,
Sat. 9 - 6, Sun. 8 - 3, contact
Chris Harrell at 918-850-0117 or
chris@arkansascoinandbullion.com
for info

Greater Oklahoma City
Oklahoma Numismatic
Association Show
Coin Show of
the Heartland
Canadian County Expo Center,
3001 Jensen Rd. East, El
Reno, OK, May 19 - 21, 2022,
Thursday - Set up, Fri. 10 - 6,
Sat. 9 - 5, times subject to some
change, contact Rich Wall
405 795-3128 for info



Il Do you have an idea for an article|
for the Mint Luster?

Email your article to Brian Miller
at brianmiller3732@att.net

Any pictures, please send as sepa-
rate attachments!

I will put your article in an
upcoming issue!
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